
Standing Rules 

Rule 1. Standard Order of Business 
1.01 Unless otherwise determined by the County Chair, the standard order of business for Regular 
Meetings shall be: 

1.​ Call to order 
2.​ Invocation 
3.​ Pledges 
4.​ Roll call or credentialing report 
5.​ Approval of minutes 
6.​ Treasurer’s report 
7.​ County Chair’s report 
8.​ Officer reports 
9.​ Committee reports 
10.​ Unfinished business 
11.​ New business 
12.​ Announcements 
13.​ Adjournment 

1.02 The County Chair may adjust the order of business to improve meeting efficiency, comply 
with legal requirements, or address time-sensitive matters. 

Rule 2. Meeting Notice and Materials 
2.01 Meeting notices shall include the date, time, location, and proposed agenda. 

2.02 When practical, materials necessary for consideration of major business items should be 
provided to members in advance of the meeting. 

2.03 Failure to provide supporting materials shall not invalidate action taken by the Executive 
Committee unless required by law, Party rule, Bylaws, or these Standing Rules. 

Rule 3. Debate 
3.01 Unless otherwise ordered by the body, debate on a main motion shall be limited to: 

●​ Three speakers in favor 
●​ Three speakers opposed 
●​ Two minutes per speaker 

3.02 The maker of the motion shall have the right to speak first and may speak for up to five 
minutes, or longer if extended by the Chair. 



3.03 Debate shall alternate between speakers in favor and speakers opposed when both are 
available. 

3.04 The body may extend debate by majority vote. 

Rule 4. Vote Thresholds 
Unless otherwise required by law, RPT Rules, DCRP Bylaws, or these Standing Rules, the following vote 
thresholds shall apply: 

Action Vote Required 

Routine business Majority of members present and voting 

Approval of officers nominated by Chair, if required Majority of members present and voting 

Approval of committee chairs or committee members, if 
required 

Majority of members present and voting 

Filling precinct chair vacancy Majority of members present and voting 

Adoption of budget, if required Majority of members present and voting 

Expenditure over $10,000 not in approved budget Majority of members present and voting 

Adoption of resolution Two-thirds of members present and voting 

Endorsements Two-thirds of members present and voting 

Suspension of rules Two-thirds of members present and voting 

Amendment of bylaws Two-thirds of members present and voting 

Secret ballot when not otherwise required Majority of members present and voting 

Ending debate/calling the previous question Two-thirds of members present and voting 



Rule 5. Quorum Summary 
For ease of reference: 

Business Type Quorum 

Statutory business As provided by Texas Election Code/RPT Rules 

Regular non-statutory 
business 

One-fourth of CEC membership, excluding vacancies 

Filling precinct chair 
vacancies 

One-fourth of CEC membership, excluding vacancies 

Special Meetings One-fourth of CEC membership, excluding vacancies 

Bylaw amendments One-fourth of CEC membership, excluding vacancies, unless otherwise 
required 

 

Rule 6. Electronic Voting 
6.01 When reasonably available and authorized by the County Chair, votes may be conducted by 
electronic voting system. 

6.02 The announced result of an electronic vote shall be presumed valid unless a member 
immediately raises a specific point of order identifying a material defect in the voting process. 

6.03 General distrust of electronic voting shall not be sufficient to invalidate a vote. 

6.04 A motion to retake a vote shall require a majority vote unless the Chair determines a material 
defect occurred. 

Rule 7. Secret Ballot 
7.01 Secret ballots shall be used when required by the Bylaws or Standing Rules, or when ordered 
by majority vote of members present and voting. 

7.02 Ballots shall be counted by tellers appointed by the County Chair, unless the body orders a 
different method by majority vote. 

Rule 8. Precinct Chair Vacancy Procedure 
8.01 Applicants for precinct chair vacancies shall complete the application process established by 
the County Chair or Precinct Chair Vacancy Committee. 



8.02 The Vacancy Committee shall review applicants and may make recommendations to the 
Executive Committee. 

8.03 Applicants recommended for appointment may address the Executive Committee for up to 
two minutes before the vote. 

Rule 9. Resolutions Procedure 
9.01 Resolutions shall be submitted to the County Chair and Resolutions Committee no later than 
thirty days before the meeting at which they are requested to be considered. 

9.02 The Resolutions Committee may recommend adoption, amendment, referral, postponement, 
or rejection. 

9.03 The committee chair or author may present the resolution to the Executive Committee. 

9.04 Debate on resolutions shall follow the normal debate rule unless extended by the body. 

Rule 10. Official Communications 
10.01 Official communications of the Dallas County Republican Party shall be approved by the 
County Chair or the Chair’s designee. 

10.02 No officer, committee chair, committee member, precinct chair, volunteer, or staff member 
may represent personal views as the official position of the Dallas County Republican Party 
unless authorized by the County Chair, Executive Committee, Bylaws, or Standing Rules. 

Rule 11. Financial Commitments 
No officer, committee chair, committee member, precinct chair, volunteer, staff member, or other person 
acting on behalf of the Party may bind the Party financially, enter into a contract, incur debt, authorize an 
expenditure, or commit Party funds unless authorized by the County Chair, the adopted budget, the 
Executive Committee, or these Bylaws and Standing Rules. 

Rule 12. Meeting Decorum 
Members shall conduct themselves in a manner appropriate for elected Republican Party officials. 

12.01 Members shall: 

1.​ Address remarks to the Chair 
2.​ Speak only when recognized 
3.​ Stay germane to the pending question 
4.​ Avoid personal attacks against other members 
5.​ Refrain from profane or disruptive conduct 
6.​ Respect adopted time limits 
7.​ Silence electronic devices 



8.​ Follow rulings of the Chair unless appealed 

12.02 The County Chair may call a member to order. Continued disruption may result in removal 
from the meeting. 

Rule 13. Officer and Committee Neutrality in Contested 
Primaries 
Officers, committee chairs, and staff shall not use their official Dallas County Republican Party title or 
position to imply official Party support for a candidate in a contested Republican primary unless the 
candidate has been endorsed by the Executive Committee. 

Rule 14. Records 
14.01 The Secretary or designated Party staff shall maintain minutes, attendance records, officer 
lists, committee lists, and other official records of the Executive Committee. 

14.02 Members of the Executive Committee may inspect official Party records by reasonable 
appointment during normal business hours, subject to protection of confidential, legally 
privileged, donor, personnel, vendor, cybersecurity, or election-sensitive information. 

Rule 15. Endorsements and Public Support 
15.01 The Dallas County Republican Party may endorse or publicly support a candidate, ballot 
measure, proposition, or public question only by vote of the Executive Committee as provided in 
these Standing Rules. This section does not apply to precinct chairs, which are covered in Rule #8 
above. 

15.02 No person may represent a personal endorsement as the official position of the Dallas 
County Republican Party unless approved by the Executive Committee. 

15.03 The Dallas County Republican Party shall not endorse, publicly support, or use Party 
resources to support one Republican candidate over another Republican candidate in a contested 
Republican primary, primary runoff, or special election between Republican candidates, unless 
one or more candidates in that race have been censured under Rule 44 of the Republican 
Party of Texas. 

 
15.03(a) If a candidate in a contested Republican primary has been censured under RPT 
Rule 44, the Executive Committee may consider an endorsement or public support in that 
race pursuant to this Rule. 

 
15.04 A candidate must be a Republican candidate, Republican nominee, or candidate in a 
nonpartisan race who is aligned with Republican principles to be eligible for endorsement. 

15.05 The Executive Committee may consider party primary voting history, political contribution 
history, public statements, policy positions, and demonstrated support for Republican principles. 

15.06 A candidate seeking endorsement must submit a written request to the County Chair and 



Secretary no later than fourteen days before the meeting at which the endorsement is requested to 
be considered. 

15.07 Any proposed endorsement must be included in the meeting notice or agenda. An 
endorsement not included in the notice or agenda may be considered only by a two-thirds vote of 
members present and voting. 

15.08 Endorsements in nonpartisan races, ballot measures, propositions, public questions, and 
eligible Republican primary races involving a candidate censured under RPT Rule 44 shall 
require a two-thirds vote of members present and voting at a properly called meeting where 
quorum is present. 

 
15.08(a) Support for Republican nominees in a general election may be approved by 
majority vote. 

 
15.09 Endorsement votes in contested candidate races shall be conducted by secret ballot unless 
the Executive Committee orders otherwise by a two-thirds vote. 
 
15.10 If multiple candidates in the same race are considered, each eligible candidate shall be 
given equal opportunity to submit materials or address the Executive Committee, as determined 
by the County Chair. If no candidate receives the required vote threshold, no endorsement shall be 
made. 
 
15.11 Candidates endorsed by the Executive Committee may receive official Party support, 
including promotion through Party communications, voter guides, events, volunteer efforts, or 
other resources, as authorized by the County Chair and consistent with law. 

15.12 No Party resources may be used to favor one Republican candidate over another in a 
contested Republican primary unless an endorsement has been properly approved under this Rule. 

15.13 An endorsement may be rescinded by a two-thirds vote of members present and voting at a 
properly called meeting where quorum is present 
 
15.14 Nothing in this section shall prohibit the Dallas County Republican Party from providing 
neutral information about all Republican candidates in a contested primary, hosting candidate 
forums, publishing candidate questionnaires, or encouraging Republican primary voter 
participation, provided such activity is conducted in a fair and substantially equal manner. 

Rule 16. Amendments to Standing Rules 
Standing Rules may be adopted, amended, or suspended by a two-thirds vote of members present and 
voting at a properly called meeting, unless otherwise required by law, RPT Rules, or these Bylaws. 
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